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are usually no preliminary signs, but if the animal aborts as she nears full term she may show the usual enlargement of the udder and swelling of the vulva or external genital organ. Usually pigs are expelled easily and the afterbirth follows soon after. In many cases the sow shows a discharge from the vagina which sometimes lasts for several weeks. This persistent discharge is a result of an inflammation of the uterus which, if long-continued, may cause the animal to become a non-breeder.
Even with the absence of conclusive proof it is probable that the disease is often introduced into a healthy herd through the purchase of a sow already infected with abortion disease. While the germ of contagious abortion of cattle is apparently the same as that of swine, it has not been definitely established just how the infection is carried from cattle to hogs. It is possible that hogs may become infected from eating infected aborted calves, afterbirth, and also from contact with litter contaminated with milk or uterine discharges from diseased cows.
After the disease enters a healthy herd, sows may easily become infected from association with other diseased hogs. Some sows may be infected and able to spread the disease to others while they themselves give birth to apparently healthy pigs at full term.
When several otherwise healthy sows in a herd abort their pigs, contagious abortion should be suspected. The owner should at once get in touch with his local veterinarian and make arrangements to send one or two of the aborted pigs to a laboratory for a bacteriological examination. The finding of the abortion germ in the body of the aborted pigs would be conclusive proof that the sow was suffering from this disease. To be successful, such an examination should be made before the aborted pigs become decomposed. The aborted pigs should be carefully packed in sawdust and ice for safe shipment.
A reliable way to detect contagious abortion in a herd of hogs is to apply the so-called agglutination or blood test to